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Balad Seet is the largest village of the Wadi Bani Awf
region. [t is located at an altitude of approximately
1000 meters above sea level and has approximately

650 inhabitants. Two settlements already existed in
this ecologically favorable location during the Iron Age
{1100 BC - 650 AD). The settlement center, that is made
up of stone buildings, Is situated on the western slo-
pe of a hill and towered by an ancient fortification. The
geographical and topographic position was not anly
popular for strategic reasons, climatic aspects and the
availability of cultivable terrain for agriculture were
also declsive factors encouraging settlement. Seven af-
lag [water canals) supply the terraced fields and palm
gardens with water from sources in the mountains
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Tiwi is @ small port serving the needs of an oasis on
the nertheastern coast of Oman on the coastal route
between Qurlyat and Sur. The location of the town ks
exposed between the sea and a barren range of moun-
tains. The water resources of Wadi Tiwi also gave rise
to a coastal settlement in the past, Remnants of a for-
tified town originating from the iron Age have been
found on the hill above the wad mouth and a large
Islamic cemetery has been discovered on the shore as
well as heaps of stone nearby. The existing old town
comprises 3 major area, which extends along the shore
(»ar-Ramlac), and an older part, which is elevated at
the foot of the mountain (sar-Raf'ax). The center of
Ramla accommodated the traditional souk with ap-
proximately fifty shaps. The shops were constructed as
single-story, freestanding bulldings extending down
to the beach. A mixed assortment of groceries, texti-
les and palm products were affered here and dried fish
was prepared in front of the first shops on the beach.
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Al-Hamra, the traditional center of the Abriyin, was
founded in the mid-17th century at an altitude of 750
meters. In 1993, its population numbered approxima-
tely 7 oo inhabitants and today 17 000 inhabitants
in the agglomeration of al-Hamra. The location of the
old town of al-Hamra on the southeastern plain of the
mountains provides the settiement with natural pro-
tection, which is supplemented by the defensive sett-
lement structure and a number of watchtowers sur-
rounding the center of the oasis.
In the narth, the houses are built alang a racky slope
next to the gardens in order to save cultivable land.
The settlement forms a strip on an east-west axis, fol-
lowing the construction of the falaj, which leads to
al-Hamra from the west. The funnel-shaped oasis, the
palm gardens in the west, the grain and vegetable
fields in the east and the layout of parcels of land are
all dependent on the irrigation system.
Al-Hamra has grown in several phases. The historic
town comprised approximately 7 hectares of land and
200 buildings. Four gates connected the old part with
the extension to the west and the east, to the souk
and ta the palm plantation in the south. The souk is
located outside the eastern city gate and is said to be
one hundred and thirty years old. The falaj, the main
road, served as the town's main axis and some of the
oldest houses are situated here. The street grid shows.
an approximately orthogonal pattern with the orien-
tation of bulldings to the south, which reduces solar
gain in summer and catches the breeze from the val-
ley. The position of the mosque and the souk, washing
and bathing facilities and of richer and paorer houses
depended on the availability and division of drinking,
washing and wastewater. The larger houses tend to be
near the bottom of the slope, along the main street
and the falaj
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Ibra is the capital of the province of Shargiya. This
town Is located at a height of 443 meters above sea le-
wel and is home tu i 25000 i i

Ibra is located at the base of the eastern Hadjar Moun-
talns at the confluence of two large wadis. A complex
falaj system diverted from different wadis, guarantees
a continuous water supply. This water supply and tribal
membership produce the polycentric settlement form
in Ibra. Further up the wadi lies the territory of Upper
Ibra, which Is more of an open range, in contrast to Lo-
wer bra, which consists of many smaller and narrow-
Iy connected districts. The irrigation canals branch off
into the oasis from the two main canals, the Wurayd
Wadi and the Ibra Wadi. Further south lies the allege-
dly oldest spot in Lower Ibra, Sufalat Ibra, a mountain
settlement down the wadi on the western shore of the
Gharbi Wadi and downstream from a mountain settle-
ment dating back to the Iron Age. The palm gardens of
Lower Ibra, which lie to the south, are irrigated using
the main canals, which flow from the Gharbi and Ibra
Wadis. In both main districts of Alayat Ibra, as well 25
in Qanatir, the central section of Lower Ibra, there are
Friday mosques and large souk areas at the districts’
entrances as denoting their status as independent cen-
ters.

|,___ | UrbanOmaniOases










| LB |




I

el heha ot tnp cestas ot s Wi S e

Srearmtians pet

Aais 5B s Gpas 08 Jiss Bsganll &yssll (5,0
S8 e 80801 (28 S Bsoms sl Gllaluall
01m syl Jolids yyami gy din bl (58 i 1990
By dols Aang ol gioks lplasess LY

slas] oz o 58 dsasls oncswlll azacll

350l 58 s Gppaill slpally lplang azkunll
b Busle Lad Sosld Jeous dssacdl wnc Ll

TSel Ligls BVl &l alilb i &ouidll diall gés
£l s s Laball o Siulai Jiie T+ sas) blassYi
Sl Jale agall (sis Aianes wisid class go als
Ol tus s oy e Besad)] Al dusell GaloWl
wollonll Sgivall o awwlisl Lped Al &=Ll
Gl e A ] Sl Jjlall aiunall
Nl o bsle bzl Adar o5 bahall Ssipss
aacb wis aily Alasi gl 834> el wllas a2,
OleloW oig) Guliaoll Aue i s ol @uo, ot
ol Jaal asall a83Vls el go lus colin
Auriiaell CleaWl Byl Quainall >Vl clull slgas
S0 ale b S8y bhad ool ab digaanll
Jdapzelally aslall aysazll Glgsl

s la o8 Salall Aidogi s w

M e e st o T

e
o R i e

L
The center of the old town is made up of a monumen-
tal fortress, the Sultan Quaboos Mosque and a large
souk. These manuments and their surroundings were
as part of an i pro-
ject fram 1990 t0 1995, The souk and the weekly Fri-
day market in particular are of great significance as.
regards their local and reglonal supply function. They
keep the historical town center alive and render Nizwa
2 tourist attraction.

The old town itself is classified as a histerical monu-
ment. Three hundred traditional loam houses and the
complete defense wall with its fortified gates have
thus been preserved until today. The original inhabi-
tants have long since abandoned this loam town, ho-
wever, as this form of accommaodation no longer cor-
responds te modern living standards. Thus, the houses
are empty and threatened by dilapidation. Any rede-
velopment activities are usually of an informal o ille-
gal nature and invelve the erection of new bulldings or
the alteration of existing buildings. The scale of such
measures harmonizes well with the narrow alleys ho-
wever. Concrete bricks have replaced the building ma-
terial loam and the former, copious arnamental art of
carved wooden doors is reflected only sparsely in the
colorfully painted, doors of welded Iron.
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Today, Nizwa is a regional center and attractive resi-
dential location. A third of its inhabitants live in the
traditional oasis. The old historical settlement centers
such as Souweik and Madde are in a state of dila

tion however. The fortified walls and defense buildings.
are no longer required, new buildings have replaced
the district mosques and the residential buildings
were abandoned long ago. At the same time, however,
resettlement in the palm gardens has assumed criti-
cal proportions with the erection of more than 3000
new buildings. New types of buildings in the form of
two-story villas are being erected either in isolated lo-
cations or in irregular rows and clusters along passable
roads. As a result of increased building activities and
the expansion of asphalt roads, the area of arable land
still available is being reduced increasingly rapidly.
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